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Naval Postgraduate School Assistant Professor Erik Dahl is
interested in what works.
His research examines terrorist attacks, police practices
and security policy to determine how the government is
successful in thwarting attacks, and how it can learn from its
failures.
Dahl, who teaches in the NPS National Security Affairs
department and team-teaches a homeland security
intelligence course at the Center for Homeland Defense and
Security, earned the Carl E. and Jesse W. Menneken Annual
Faculty Award for Excellence in Scientific Research. The
honor is named after Carl Menneken, the first dean of
research at NPS, and is awarded by an NPS faculty
committee in coordination with the NPS Foundation.
“CHDS is very fortunate to have access to Erik Dahl’s
security and intelligence expertise,” CHDS Director Glen
Woodbury said. “Erik offers a unique perspective through
his interactions with both the active duty military students
and CHDS’ civilian participants which provide him a fairly
holistic perspective of the homeland security issues that all
practitioners are facing.”
Traditionally, the award has gone to a researcher in the hard
sciences such as mathematics or meteorology. Dahl is the
first scholar in the social sciences research arena to receive
the honor, which was established in 1988.
“Erik exemplifies the ideal candidate for this award,” said NSA Chairman Mohammed Hafez. “While fully engaged in
substantial teaching and university service, he has managed to publish a highly praised book and several journal
articles. His collegiality, teamwork and engagement with issues that are affecting NPS today serve as role model for
us all.”
Dahl has focused his research mostly on intelligence failures and successes, what he calls the intersection of
terrorism, intelligence and homeland security. His 2013 book, “Intelligence and Surprise Attack,” was released by
Georgetown University Press. It analyzes U.S. intelligence failures from Pearl Harbor to the 9/11 attacks and other
modern-day attacks, and argues that most unexpected attacks stem from poor intelligence collection, rather than
sub-par analysis, as is often thought to be the case.
During the past year, he has studied more recent events, both born out of CHDS classroom discussion, he said.
An analysis of the intelligence involved in the hunt for al-Qaida leader Osama bin Laden resulted in a published
journal article well as a CHDS video lecture. Dahl began working on this project after the raid in Abbottabad,
Pakistan, that resulted in bin-Laden’s demise occurred while he was teaching the intelligence course to Center
students.
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“We got to talking to students about why it took 10 years from 9/11 to the killing of bin Laden,” he recalled. “How
could it possibly take 10 years for the most capable intelligence system in the world to find the most recognizable
bad guy in the world?”
More recently, he researched the effectiveness of the New York City Police Department’s unique counter-terrorism
program, an endeavor stemming from discussions with NYPD and other CHDS students in the classroom. Dahl’s
goal was to examine whether the program could be duplicated in other urban areas and to gauge the program’s
balance of security and civil liberties.
“I argue the NYPD programs are effective but are unlikely to be supported in most other communities that aren’t in
the bulls-eye for terrorist attacks the way New York City is,” he said. “I think we do have to balance security and
liberty. I would say the NYPD programs, properly for New York, have pushed their balance toward security at the
expense of some civil liberties. That may  be appropriate for New York, but not for Omaha or Monterey.”
Dahl maintains a hectic extracurricular schedule when he is not immersed and research and teaching. As the CHDS
Academic Associate, he serves as the Center’s senior academic officer, and coordinates the CHDS master’s degree
curriculum to ensure it meets the NPS standards. He also assists in the NPS Writing Center and serves as an
informal NPS ambassador by often speaking to civic organizations such as the Rotary Club and the World Affairs
Council of Monterey.
Dahl joined the NPS faculty in 2008 and began teaching at CHDS in 2010. He served 21 years as a U.S. Navy
intelligence officer before earning his doctoral degree from Tufts University’s Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy.
In addition, he holds master’s degrees from the Fletcher School, the Naval War College, and the London School of
Economics, along with a bachelor’s from Harvard University.  
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